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asleep.   Quetta, moreover, was a larger city than any that lay within
the epicentral area of the Bihar earthquake.

Communal ^ Serious trouble arose in Lahore on the 29th June as a result
of a dispute between Muslims and Sikhs about a mosque situated
within the precincts of a Sikh temple known as the Shahidganj
gurudwara. Trouble had been brewing for some time. Ill-feeling
became intensified when the Sikhs started to demolish the mosque
despite Muslim protests. The building had been in possession of the
Sikhs for 170 years and has been the subject of prolonged litigation,
which has confirmed the fcSikh right of possession.

On the night of the 29th June a crowd of 3 or 4 thousand
Muslims assembled in front of the gurudwara. A struggle between
this crowd and the Sikhs inside the gurudwara was only averted
by the prompt action of the local authorities. They subsequently
obtained an undertaking from the Sikhs to refrain from further
demolition. But during the following week, while strenuous efforts
were being made to persuade the leaders to reach an amicable settle-
ment, the Sikhs under pressure of extremist influence again set about
demolishing the mosque. This placed the authorities in a most
difficult position. The Sikhs were acting within their legal rights.
Moreover the only effective method of stopping demolition would
have been to resort to firing. As the building was fxdl of Sikhs
and was within the preeincts of a Sikh place of worship, this would
not only have caused much bloodshed but, for religious reasons,
would have had serious reactions on the Sikh population throughout
the province. On the other hand, inaction by Government was
bound to cause great indignation among the Muslims, for religious
reasons also; and it was expected that this would show itself in
sporadic attacks on the Sikhs and perhaps on the forces of Govern-
ment.

It was hoped that discussions between leaders of the two com-
munities would effect some rapprochement, but mischief-makers
inflamed the minds of their co-religionists. Despite the arrest of
the chief offenders, the excitement increased. The Government's
gesture in offering to restore to the Muslims another mosque which
they had purchased years ago proved unavailing, The situation took
a further turn for the worse on the 19th July and during the follow-
ing two days the situation was acutelv dangerous.